The Artist’s Position 2 K % ¥ 537

(Interview by Lin Li # %)

Summary:

This interview took place on August 29, 2001 in Wen Pulin’s
house in Beijing. Occupying an artist’s position, Wen introduces
his new album of paintings “Ecstasy and Nirvana”, which
recounts a story of an old painter in Tibet and the great changes
he has experienced over the course of time. Wen specifically
talks about topics such as Tibetans’ religious beliefs and the
people’s life style, their propensity for religious ceremony, the
differences between Tibetans and Hans, their yearning for modern
and western civilization etc. In the second part of the interview
Wen Pulin discusses his ideas about the art in the period of
consumption, for instance, the popularity of DVDs and Karaoke,
the function of photos and videos, the “normalization” and
standardization of art, the relationship between artists and art
critics, and the way he is orienting himself in this day and age.
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